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LONG BRANCH 


‘Heartbreaking 
family tragedy’ 


Prosecutor reveals details of quadruple slaying 
as loved ones share their memories of victims 


Brittany Kologi’s friends Janiyah Gilliard, left, Rebecca Adekunle, center, and Annabella Rodriguez take part in a vigil for the Kologi family 
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and Mary Schultz on Tuesday at Franklin Lake in West Long Branch. Photos by Aristide Economopoulos, for The Star-Ledger 
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The Long Branch teenager who allegedly killed his par- 
ents, sister and a family friend on New Year’s Eve opened fire 
“at close range” using a semi-automatic rifle containing 15 
bullets, prosecutors said Tuesday. 

Law enforcement officials also revealed a third person — 
a woman in her 20s — fled the house when the shots began, 
along with the teen’s grandfather and brother. 

The 16-year-old alleged shooter, whose name is being 
withheld because he is a juvenile, is expected to make his 
first appearance in court at 11 a.m. today, Monmouth County 
Prosecutor Christopher J. Gramiccioni said at a news 
conference. 

The teen is charged with four counts of murder and weap- 
ons offenses. He is being held at the Middlesex County Youth 
Detention Center and is represented by a public defender. 

The teenager’s parents, Steven Kologi, 44, and Linda 
Kologi, 42, were gunned down, along with their 18-year-old 
daughter Brittany Kologi and family friend Mary Schultz, 70, 
around 11:45 p.m. Sunday, prosecutors have said. 

“This is a heartbreaking family tragedy,” said Gramic- 
cioni, who did not reveal a possible motive for the shooting. 

The dimension of that heartbreak was evident Tues- 
day evening when hundreds of mourners huddled in 
below-freezing temperatures in Franklin Lake Park in West 
Long Branch to honor the victims’ memories. 


Hundreds turned out for the vigil. Steven and Linda Kologi, 
their daughter, Brittany Kologi, and family friend Mary 
Schultz were killed in a New Year’s Eve shooting. The 
Kologis’ 16-year-old son has been charged with murder. 


Members of the Kologi and Schultz families huddled 
behind the gazebo, embracing one another, as friends and 
community members gathered in the front, shedding tears 
as they exchanged memories. 

The candlelight vigil featured mostly friends of Brittany 
Kologi. 

SEE FAMILY, 8 


FORT LEE 


Army sergeant based in N.J. killed in Afghanistan 


Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


A sergeant who was stationed in Fort Lee 
was killed Monday while serving in Afghan- 
istan, the U.S. Army said Tuesday. 

Sergeant First Class Mihail Golin, 34, died 
of injuries sustained from small arms fire 
while on dismounted patrol in Nangarhar 
province in support of Operation Freedom’s 
Sentinel, Army officials said. 

Four other U.S. soldiers were wounded in 
the same combat engagement in a moun- 
tainous area along the border with Paki- 
stan. Two were in stable condition and were 


Business, 12 Classified, 39 Comics, 26 Editorial, 14 New Jersey, 13 Obituaries, 16 Puzzles, 22 Sports, 29 Today, 21 TV Grid, 23 World News, 6 


receiving treatment in a nearby medical 
facility. The other two have returned to duty. 

“We are deeply saddened by the loss of one 
of our own,” said General John Nicholson, 
commander, U.S. Forces-Afghanistan. “At 
this very difficult time our heartfelt sympa- 
thies go out to the families and friends of our 
fallen and wounded brothers.” 

Golin was assigned to B Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 10th Special Forces Group out of 
Fort Carson, Colorado. 

Golin’s daughter, Riga, and mother, Lat- 
via, reside in Englewood, Colorado, and his 
father, David, lives in Brooklyn, according 


to a casualty announcement provided to 
members of congress and governors. 

“Sergeant First Class Mihail Golin served 
our nation with courage and distinction, 
and his death is a loss that will be felt across 
New Jersey,” Senator Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
said in a written statement. 

“Let us honor Sergeant Golin’s extraor- 
dinary courage by reflecting on his com- 
mitment to the nation he loved, and by rec- 
ognizing the profound debt of gratitude we 
owe to him and to his family for their sac- 
rifice. I extend my deepest condolences to 
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JERSEY CITY 


Suit seeks 
to sink 
Liberty 
Park plan 


Judge temporarily blocks 
N.J. from moving forward 
on proposal for new marina 


Terrence T.McDonald The Jersey Journal 


Jersey City filed a lawsuit Tuesday seek- 
ing to halt a controversial plan to add a 
marina to Liberty State Park, with the city 
alleging the state improperly entered into 
an agreement with a Texas company that 
seeks to run the marina and that the state 
failed to use a required competitive bid pro- 
cess. 

The suit, filed in Superior Court in Hud- 
son County, also alleges the state did not 
consult with third parties to investigate the 
new marina’s effect on the park. The city is 
seeking a declaratory judgment that would 
void the state’s agreement with the marina 
company, Suntex. 

Suntex and the state Department of 
Environmental Protection, which oversees 
the 1,200-acre state park, are the defen- 
dants. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Judge Barry P. 
Sarkisian granted the city’s request for 
a temporary injunction to keep the state 
from proceeding with the Suntex agree- 
ment. The city believes the injunction will 
delay the marina plan until Gov. Chris 
Christie is no longer in office. Phil Murphy 
becomes governor on Jan. 16. 

The DEP and the state Attorney Gener- 
al’s Office declined to comment. 

Ron TenEyck, Suntex senior vice pres- 
ident, called the lawsuit “completely mis- 
guided” and said it ignores “basic facts” of 
the marina plan. 

“While our opponents have painted the 
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JERSEY CITY 


The ‘Millionaires 
Marina’ reeks of 
something fishy 
near Lady Liberty 


F Mark Di Ionno 
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=) You'd expect a fishy smell 

"© ~~ coming out of the waters 
around Liberty State Park, but the state’s 
apparent rush to approve a massive marina 
complex on the southern, undeveloped 
shore is more rank than anything nature 
can rot up. 

Just five weeks ago, the existence of a 
plan for a 10-acre, half-mile-long, 300-slip 
marina, with a contingency for a restau- 
rant, wasn’t even officially acknowledged 
by the New Jersey Department of Environ- 
mental Protection. 

Only after The Friends of Liberty State 
Park filed an Open Public Records Act 
request with the state DEP did the rumored 
plan come to light during the first week of 
December. Additional OPRA documents 
showed that a 25-year lease had been 
signed by Suntex Marina of Dallas and the 
state. 

Just like that. With no public statement 
and no public input. 

The benefit for the state is significant. 
Suntex would lease the space for $900,000 
a year but would then get an unspecified 
reduced rent to undertake bulkhead repairs 
on the northern side of the park, where the 
company already runs the Liberty Landing 
marina. 

The state estimates those repairs to be 
$43 million, but Suntex would pay up to 
SEE DI IONNO, 4 
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